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Shortnose 
Sturgeon

(Acipenser brevirostrum)

An Endangered Species found 
in the Cape Fear River

Primitive-looking, with 5 rows of 
bony plates along its yellowish-
brown body
Typically grows to 3-4 feet long
Females live to around 60 years old,  
but males seldom exceed age 30
Lives in the lower sections of large rivers 
and coastal waters on the Atlantic 
Coast, but moves upriver to freshwater 
to spawn from February-June
Feeds on plants, crustaceans, and 
other food it finds on the bottom

Each river that contains Shortnose 
Sturgeon has a distinct genetic 
population segment. The smallest 
population segment of  the fish is 
found in the Cape Fear River.

The Shortnose Sturgeon was federally-
listed as an Endangered Species in 1967 
due to factors such as habitat loss, 
overfishing, dams, and pollution.
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Smith Creek, Wilmington

How can YOU help?

The best way you can help the Shortnose 
Sturgeon is to reduce polluted 

stormwater runoff.

Stormwater runoff carries pollution 
including motor oil, fertilizer, pesticides, 
litter, and pet waste into  Wilmington’s 

storm drain system, which does not 
get treated before reaching the river or 

waterway!

Some easy ways you can help:
Never put anything down a storm 
drain!

Always clean up after your pet.

Check cars for leaks and fix them.

Wash your car on the grass.

Keep yard waste out of storm drains 
and ditches.

Dispose of chemicals properly.

Don’t litter!

Use fertilizers and pesticides  
sparingly and read the directions.

Get involved! Label a storm, attend 
Earth Day, and tell a friend, family, 
or neighbor how they can help too!

For more info about the Shortnose 
Sturgeon or stormwater runoff, visit:

www.wilmingtonnc.gov/ 
publicservices/stormwater
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